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of sympathy, otherwise they cool off and fail. In the
Fiume tragedy the army and navy stood firm. There was
a certain amount of revolutionary spirit in Fiume at the
last moment, but it could find no means of expression ;
it wavered between a handful of anarchists1 and nation-
alists. According to certain " agents " the devil and
holy water could be mixed, or the nation and anti-nation,
Misiano and Delcroix. I reject all forms of bolshevism,
but if I had to choose one it would be that of Moscow
and Lenin, if only because its proportions are gigantic,
barbaric, universal. ... It was not possible, then, to
liquidate a single episode of civil war—that of Fiume—by
starting a much bigger war, at such a moment; and no
one can artificially create historic situations or prolong
them when they are outdated.3
It will be seen that in spite of this defence the question of
d'Annunzio and Fiume was to be one of the rallying points
of the opposition to Mussolini now visible in the fascist ranks.
But the chief difficulty lay in the state of the country. How
could he attain power by legal means, which were the only
ones possible at the moment, in the prevailing atmosphere
of civil war, to which he himself had contributed more than
anyone ? On January 28 he had written in his newspaper :
£ It is obvious that the fascists must close their ranks, perfect
their organization in every detail, and at the first oppor-
tunity hit out, without bothering about unnecessary
distinctions', and on February 5, after the debate in the
Chamber on fascist acts of violence : c There is only one
remedy : hit hard ! and hope that little by little we shall
knock some sense into their skulls/ On April 13, again
addressing the socialists : c We are determined to put you
out of your misery with cold steel, or hot.32 Again, on
May 4, in a speech at Milan, on the eve of the elections :
c We shall go on ramming the truth down our adversaries'
throats until they swallow it.3
But by now this policy had already yielded its most
important results ; working-class organization was visibly
1 ?p. 49-50.
a * Cold steel or hot/ d'Anmmzio's description of the arditi's daggers.

